Excess Ewe Descriptions

This is table describes each of the excess ewes for sale. The table columns are:
e Tag number. Ewes with numbers beginning in 12 were born in 2012, and are 7 years old, etc;
e Ewe’s udder picture (for the very old ewes, we have used a picture from an earlier year, when you can see the udder conformation at its peak);
e Any comments on her production or history at our farm;
e Reasons for selling her;
e Her related females that we have used in production at Meadowood;
e Udder photograph of related females; and
e Comments on related females

Explanations of “Reason for Selling” column

Need to retire: These are ewes that have been with us for a very long time. They are past their peak production years, and
we have kept many daughters from them. For many years, they stayed healthy, and maintained above-average
production in an ever-improving flock. We are offering them at essentially cull ewe prices. In this manner, the buyer
excepts the risk of taking on an older ewe, and in a worst-case scenario, will get their money back selling her as a cull.
(Best case scenario, of course, is that you get at least one offspring from her!)

Many daughters: This is a ewe from whom we have kept many daughters, and so her genetics have been both represented
and improved upon within our flock. And now her production is being eclipsed by the young animals moving into the
flock.

One-sided: This is a ewe with high production and good udder conformation, but who has lost a functioning side. We have
kept her because of her genetic value, and now have retained daughters from her. Her value to a purchaser will be in her
daughters.

No longer average: These are ewes who in past years would have been retained. The rate of genetic improvement within
our flock has now made them redundant.

Empty in 2019: Normally we have zero forgiveness for an empty animal. Anything that does not hold a pregnancy is
immediately culled. However in 2018 we Al’ed all of our ewe flock. There were a number of ewes who held to the Al for
a couple of months before resorbing their fetuses. In that period, unfortunately, they had also missed the breeding with
the cleanup ram. So these empty ewes are ewes that produced well for us in previous years, and from whom we have
kept daughters in previous years. But as with so many others, the flock has moved past them in their empty year.

Yearling production: Most of these yearlings would most certainly have made the cut in past years. Just not this year.
They have been superseded by the production of their Lacaune-semen-sired contemporaries.

¥ Full production records for the 2018 & 2019 season, for both excess ewes and related females, can be seen
in the document titled “Prodn records, excess ewes 2019”.
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